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Statement and/or Office Action, directed to the related application Serial Number 
09/976,927, filed 10/1 1/2001, now abandoned, and, accordingly, copies are not included 
herewith. This protocol conforms with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d) and M.P.E.P. 609(A)(2). The 
Examiner is requested to make these documents of record in the application. 
This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

Within three months of the application filing date or before mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits; accordingly, no fee or separate requirements are applicable. 

Applicants would appreciate the Examiner initialing and returning the Form PTO- 
1449, indicating that the information has been considered and made of record herein. 

The information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97 is not to be construed as a representation that: (i) a complete search has 
been made; (ii) additional information material to the examination of this application does 
not exist; (iii) the information, protocols, results and the like reported by third parties are 
accurate or enabling; or (iv) the above information constitutes prior art to the subject 
invention. 

The dates of the references are provided relative to the effective filing date of the 
present application in accordance with M.P.E.P. § 702 III.IV, having the earliest priority 
filing date of 10/11/2001. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and 
the Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant 
petitions for any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Assistant 
Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with 
the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 16-1331. 

This submission is accompanied by a Transmittal Form, 1 Form 1449 and copies 
of the following references: 

Three of the references were not considered properly submitted in the parent case. 
Accordingly, paper copies of the following references are being supplied herewith : 
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AQ - Reed, MA. and Tour, J.M., "Computing with molecules," Scientific 

American, June 2000, pp. 86-93, Vol. 282(6). 
AR - Sekiguchi, A. et al., "Microstructual and morphological changes during 

thermal cycling of Cu thin films, "J. Japan Inst. Metals, April 2000, pp. 379- 

382, Vol. 64 (5). 

AU - Moshfegh, A.Z. et al., "Bias sputtered Ta modified diffusion barrier in 

Cu/Ta(Vb/Si(l 1 1)) structures," Thin Solid Films, July 2000, pp 10-17, Vol. 
370. 

In accordance with M.P.E.P §609.111, Minimum Requirements For an Information 
Disclosure Statement, copies Of U.S. patents cited herein are not included since this 
application was filed after June 23, 2003. Also, no copy of any cited U.S. patent 
application is included, in accordance with USPTO Notice dated September 21, 2004, 
http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognotice/rule98waiverd.pdf. 



Respectfully submitted, 



PETERS, VERNY, JONES & SCHMITT, LLP 




David J. Aston, Reg. No. 28,051 
Tel.: (650) 324-1677 
Fax: (650) 324-1678 
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